ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (k:4) : Transport Services:  Road

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.
	Interstate Road Freight - Principal Regulatory Instruments

· Federal/State/Territory laws and regulations.

Under the Australian Constitution, the Commonwealth Government has limited responsibility for road transport but works with the State and Territory Governments to develop nationally consistent regulations. 

National bodies

· http://www.dotars.gov.au; and 

· http://www.ntc.gov.au.

For further information, contact:

Michael Sutton (Michael.Sutton@dotars.gov.au)

Assistant Secretary, Surface Transport Regulation and Reform, Regulatory Group, Department of Transport and Regional Services, GPO Box 594, Canberra ACT 2601 AUSTRALIA, Telephone (+61) 2 6274 7652; Facsimile (+61) 2 6274 7999.

State/Territory links

· http://www.transport.sa.gov.au/rls/;

· http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/;

· http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au;

· http://www.transport.qld.gov.au/home.nsf;

· http://www.urbanservices.act.gov.au;

· http://www.dpi.wa.gov.au;

· http://www.nt.gov.au/dtw/; and

· http://www.transport.tas.gov.au/.

Since 1987, there has been a voluntary Commonwealth registration scheme, called the Federal Interstate Registration Scheme, for vehicles greater than 4.5 tonnes in mass solely engaged in interstate trade or carriage of passengers (see http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/irta1985308/).

On first entry to the Australian market, all vehicles must meet certain motor vehicle standards, administered by the Commonwealth Government.  The States and Territories administer uniform (with some local variation) standards for vehicles after this point (see http://www.dotrs.gov.au/transreg. 

Buses and Coaches - Principal Regulatory Instruments

· State and Territory laws and regulations.  See links above.

All bus and coach operators must comply with relevant vehicle registration requirements. 

Interstate passenger services are not specifically regulated.  The States and Territories restrict the use of interstate registered buses on certain operations.


	No further improvements planned.



	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.
	All vehicles must be registered and drivers appropriately licensed under State and Territory law. 

All bus and coach operators must be licensed by the relevant State or Territory government.  Insterstate passenger services are required to be licensed in a "home" State or Territory.


	No further improvements planned.

	Foreign Entry


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.
	Interstate Road Freight

Foreign suppliers are permitted entry to the interstate road freight and bus and coach sectors, so long as normal immigration, Foreign Investment Review Board and regulatory requirements are met.

There are no industry-specific barriers to foreign suppliers of car rental services entering the industry in Australia.


	No further improvements planned.

	Discriminatory Treatment/MFN


	Not applicable.
	Not applicable.
	Not applicable.
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