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	1.  Tariffs
	· Over 72 percent of food and agriculture product tariffs are zero, and no tariffs exceed 5 per cent.

· Least Developed Countries have received duty-free and quota free access on all products from 1 July 2003.

· Imports from Singapore have been duty free since 28 July 2003.
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	2.  Non-tariff measures
	· Australia does not generally impose quantitative import restrictions.
· Quarantine measures are used to maintain an appropriate level of protection against entry, establishment or spread of exotic pests and diseases of quarantine significance.
· Quarantine measures are developed through risk assessments.  A revised Import Risk Analysis Handbook was released in August 2003.  In 2004 a group of independent Australian scientists was appointed to play a key role in assessing stakeholder comments on draft Import Risk Assessments.
· Non-tariff measures applied for sanitary and phyto-sanitary (quarantine and food safety) reasons are WTO-consistent.

· Discretionary export licensing arrangements are in place for meat, livestock, rice, wine and wine products, and sugar, and limited licensing arrangements apply to wheat and barley.

· Export efficiency licensing arrangements for horticultural products (currently applicable to citrus, dried grapes, apple, pear and stone fruit exports) are administered by Horticulture Australia Ltd

· Imported foods are liable to inspection to ensure compliance with Australian food standards.

· Legislative amendments formalising arrangements for the correction of food labelling deficiencies on arrival in Australia is now in force.
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	3.  Services
	· The Joint Australia-New Zealand Food Standards Code includes new food safety standards for food businesses, including hotels and restaurants, and will reduce the compliance burden on industry as the number of food standards is reduced.

· A Restaurant and Catering Industry Action Agenda has commenced.
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	4.  Investment
	· Australia has a very open, transparent and liberal foreign investment regime. 

· Australia encourages foreign investment consistent with community interests.

· The Australian Government has the power, under the Foreign Acquisitions and Takeovers Act 1975, to block investment proposals that are determined to be contrary to the national interest.  

· In practice, very few proposals are rejected and they are predominantly in the real estate sector.
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	5.  Standards and Conformance
	· Australia strongly supports the science-based decision-making framework of Codex activities in the establishment of international standards that protect consumers’ health and promote fair practices in the food trade.

· The Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code came into force in December 2002.  It has fewer and more generic regulations that help reduce barriers to competition and allow innovation in industry. 

· Under the new food regulation system, Australia and State and Territory governments and the New Zealand Government develop policy guidelines to provide endorsed principles for the development of food standards.

· Australia and New Zealand participate in a bilateral agreement whereby Food Standards Australia New Zealand develops food standards and other food regulatory measures for both countries.

· Food Standards Australia New Zealand has incorporated into its procedures the principles and approaches recently agreed in Codex for assessing the safety of food derived from biotechnology as well as for the conduct of risk analyses of food related hazards.

· Food Standards Australia New Zealand is developing primary production and processing standards that will be outcome-based, focus on food safety and apply throughout the supply chain, and will be consistent with the primary production standards of Codex. 

· Food Standards Australia New Zealand participates in the majority of Codex committees including food hygiene, food labeling, food additives and contaminants, evaluation and food for special dietary purposes, as well as the recently completed taskforce addressing foods derived from biotechnology.
· Food Standards Australia New Zealand provides regional capacity building programs, mainly training programs for scientific and technical experts and food regulators, designed to strengthen and harmonise the food regulation systems of developing economies in the APEC region.
· Food Standards Australia New Zealand is highly supportive of international fora which improve the capacity of other economies in the APEC region to implement food standards.
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	6.  Customs Procedures
	· Australian Customs launched its upgraded website in August 2002 with improved accessibility of information for stakeholders.

· Over 99 per cent of Customs entries in Australia are processed electronically, such that the majority of import consignments are able to be pre-cleared.

· The Australian Customs Cargo Management Re-engineering (CMR) project promises to deliver substantial benefits to government and industry, and will provide world best practice customs/industry interface through flexible systems.

· As part of the CMR project, Australian Customs has continued to develop new procedures and messages for the report and clearance of air cargo consignments, including express consignments.

· Risk management is fully integrated with Australian Customs business and planning processes through Business Continuity Planning.
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	7.  Intellectual Property Rights
	· The Plant Breeder’s Rights program encourages private research among Australian plant breeders to develop useful new varieties to meet domestic and overseas food needs.
· The Geographical Indications Committee of the Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation administers applications for the determination of geographical indications for wine.
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	8.  Competition Policy
	· Australia has a comprehensive competition policy with rules prohibiting specific types of anti-competitive behaviour including:

· anti-competitive agreements (eg. price fixing);

· misuse of substantial market power;

· exclusive dealing;

· resale price maintenance; and

· anti-competitive acquisitions.
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	9.  Government Procurement
	· Under Australia’s government procurement policies, food is treated in the same way as any other commodity, with value for money as the core principal.
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	10.  Deregulation/ Regulatory Review
	· As part of its competition policy, Australia has laid down principles and processes for reviewing existing and proposed legislation that restricts competition.  The guiding principle is that legislation should not restrict competition unless it can be demonstrated that:

· the benefits of the restriction to the community as a whole outweigh the costs; and

· the objectives of the legislation can only be achieved by restricting competition.

· Since 1996, Australia's single export desk arrangements for grains have been subject to considerable and continuing reform, involving deregulation, privatisation and the separation of regulatory and commercial functions.  These changes are designed to increase the commercial focus of the entities and move them to private ownership.

· The Dairy Industry Adjustment Package was introduced in July 2000 to assist the dairy industry and dairy communities to adjust to a deregulated environment.  The package is WTO consistent.

· Legislation passed in March 2003 provided for conversion of two statutory bodies – the Australian Dairy Corporation and the Dairy Research and Development Corporation - into a company limited by guarantee called Dairy Australia Limited, which provides research and development and marketing services for the Australian dairy industry.
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	11.  Implementation of WTO Obligations / Rules of Origin
	· Australia has fully implemented all of its WTO obligations.

· Australia applies rules of origin in accordance with the WTO Agreement on Rules of Origin.
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	12.  Dispute Mediation
	· Australia agreed in December 2003 to an extension of the “reasonable period of time” for the US to bring its measures into compliance with the findings in the ‘Byrd Amendment’ dispute.  This dispute ruling followed a challenge by eleven WTO Members (including Australia) to the US’s Continued Dumping and Subsidy Offset Act of 2000.
· The following are current disputes initiated by or against Australia: 

· European Communities: Export Subsidies on Sugar – Request for Consultations by Australia (WT/DS/265;)
· European Communities: Protection of Trademarks and Geographical Indications for Agricultural Products and Foodstuffs (WT/DS290/1);

· Australia: Certain Measures Affecting the Importation of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables (WT/DS270);

· Australia: Certain Measures Affecting the Importation of Fresh Pineapple Fruit (WT/DS/271); and

· Australia: Quarantine Regime for Imports (WT/DS287).

· Australia is participating as a third party in the following WTO disputes: 

· European Communities (EC): Measures affecting the approval and marketing of biotech products (WT/DS291, 292 and 293);

· Canada: Measures relating to exports of wheat (WT/DS276);

· United States: Subsidies on upland cotton (WT/DS267); and 
· Japan – Measures Affecting the Importation of Apples (WT/DS245).
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	13.  Mobility of Business People
	· Australia is a founding member economy of the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) scheme and continues to encourage APEC economies to join the scheme through APEC and bilaterally. 

· Australia's business visitor regime has been streamlined in recent years to include electronic processing of visitor applications. An Electronic Travel Authority (ETA) is available to nationals of 9 APEC economies and may be obtained by the traveller through a travel agent at the same time as airline travel is arranged.

· Australia has established advance passenger processing (APP), which pre-clears passengers to ensure faster clearance on arrival.  Under a joint APEC- Australia funded project, Australia is conducting Advance Passenger Information (API) feasibility studies in economies which have expressed an interest in API.  
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	14.  Information Gathering and Analysis
	· Australia produces a variety of trade statistics and publications available at http://www.dfat.gov.au/publications/.

· The Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics (ABARE) collects and publishes statistical information relating to Australian commodity production and trade, and it conducts research and analysis of key issues impacting on world markets for major agricultural commodities (see http://www.abareconomics.com/).

· ABARE has produced a number of publications on agricultural trade reform issues of relevance to APEC member economies.
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Additional Remarks:

	AFS Recommendations (agreed by Leaders in 1999): Provide progress reports on other items not covered in the afore sections

	(ii) undertake co-operative measures with non-government, non profit organisations to improve the availability of rural education.
	A key priority of the Australian Government is to help regional Australia to grow and prosper.  Education and training underpin the development of a highly skilled, innovative workforce which is a critical enabling factor for regional growth and prosperity.  

The Australian Government and the governments of Australia’s States and Territories are working together to establish a framework for measurement, assessment and reporting by geographic location of student performance and achievements in key learning areas, including literacy, numeracy and ICT skills to identify and address more accurately regional educational disadvantages.  The Australian Government also engages with non-profit organisations, and partnerships of these organisations with business, in initiatives to improve the quality of education and training services in regions through a coordinated approach to enhance the achievement of targeted outcomes.
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