ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (f) : Environment Services

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	
No improvements since the last IAP.


	There is no industry-specific regulator in the environmental services sector in Australia.  The activities of the environmental services sector are regulated by several cross-sectoral regulatory bodies, at federal and state level.

The environmental protection agency in each state provides advice about the application of general environmental protection legislation to company activities.  It would examine major projects on a case-by-case basis, and advise if waste treatment licences were required, for example.  It should be noted, however, that most projects do not require such licenses.

At the local government level, councils make decision about urban planning, eg the location of waste treatment facilities.

Contacts/Links:

Commonwealth Department of the Environment and Heritage: 

http://www.environment.gov.au/

	No further improvements planned.



	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No further improvements necessary.


	Specific licensing requirements are regulated at the State and Territory level.  For further details contact the relevant State/Territory environmental protection agency.


	No further improvements necessary.



	Foreign Entry


	No improvements since the last IAP


	In the WTO context, Australia made comprehensive market access commitments in the GATS under modes two and three for sewage services, refuse disposal services and sanitation and similar services.  In the same sub-sectors, mode one remains unbound due to lack of technical feasibility.

Overseas-trained engineers who come to Australia to work in environmental services will find that there are few statutory requirements for licensing or registration.  Those, which do exist, apply only to consulting engineers in the State of Queensland and to some positions in the fields of mining, local government and construction

	No improvements since the last IAP



	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No further changes necessary.


	In the WTO context, Australia made comprehensive national treatment commitments in the GATS under modes two and three for sewage services, refuse disposal services and sanitation and similar services.  In the same sub-sectors, mode one remains unbound due to lack of technical feasibility.

Australia applies the MFN principle in the environmental services sector

	No further changes necessary.


