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	Chapter 14 : Information Gathering and Analysis

	Objective

APEC Economies will secure a solid platform for the expansion and improvement of Actions in Specific Areas and APEC economies' respective Action Plans by undertaking inter-alia cross sectoral work.



	Collective Actions

There is currently no agreed Collective Action Plan relating to Information Gathering and Analysis.



	Hong Kong, China's Approach to Information Gathering and Analysis 2000

Hong Kong, China collects and disseminates trade and investment data to facilitate research, planning and decision making within the government (e.g. economic analysis on economic growth, productivity change and financial structures) and in the community, with a view to contributing to the economic developments of Hong Kong.

The Census and Statistics Department compiles trade statistics based on information given by traders in the import and export declarations, and external investment statistics through information collected in surveys of external claims, liabilities and income.  The data are regularly announced to the public through press releases (available at http://www.info.gov.hk/censtatd/eng/press/press_content.htm).  Key statistics are also  available at the website of the Census and Statistics Department at http://www.info.gov.hk/censtatd/eng/hkstat/main.html.  As an enhancement of service, the Department will advance the release dates of a number of statistical series in 2001.  A notable one of which is the monthly volume and price statistics of external merchandise trade, whose release date will be advanced by about one week.

Hong Kong, China also participates actively in APEC’s information gathering and exchange exercises in various issue areas.  In particular, we will coordinate the “APEC 2001 Economic Outlook” research project, which is the annual key analytical exercise of the APEC Economic Committee focusing on the economic conditions and short-term prospects of APEC economies.



	Hong Kong, China's Approach to Information Gathering and Analysis in 2000

	Section
	Completed Work or Projects Since Last IAP
	Current or Ongoing Work on Information Gathering and Analysis
	Future Projects Planned

	Information Gathering and Analysis


	On-going participation in various APEC information gathering and analysis projects and activities.

	The Census and Statistics Department (C&SD) of the Government is responsible for collecting and disseminating the external trade and investment statistics of Hong Kong.  External trade figures and direct investment data are regularly released and published.  Press releases on statistical data are available on-line at http://www.info.gov.hk/censtatd/eng/press/press_content.htm.  A list of the statistical reports issued by the C&SD is also available at http://www.info.gov.hk/censtatd/eng/public/pub_list/pub_list.htm.

Besides, external trade statistics are available in the form of computer printout, magnetic tape/diskette, Computer Output Microfiche (COM) or CD-ROM.  The public may also visit C&SD’s website at www.info.gov.hk/censtatd or its service centres (addresses are available at http://www.info.gov.hk/censtatd/eng/service_desk/enquiries/enquiries.htm) to obtain statistics on Hong Kong’s external trade and investment.

Separately, Hong Kong, China has been participating in APEC’s information gathering and exchange exercises in the areas of tariffs, non-tariff measures, services, investment, standards and conformance, customs procedures, intellectual property rights, competition policy, government procurement, deregulation, rules of origin, dispute mediation, mobility of business people and various work areas of economic and technical cooperation.

Hong Kong, China will continue to actively participate in various APEC surveys and reviews which are relevant to APEC trade and investment liberalization and facilitation objectives, as well as the development and updating of APEC databases such as the Tariff Database.

The Hong Kong APEC Study Centre Consortium helps to foster research, support the exchange of ideas with other Study Centres of APEC member economies, and disseminate to the public on issues related to APEC.  More information on the Consortium can be found at http://ihome.cuhk.edu.hk/~b102291/frame_schk.htm.

The contact point for further information is :

Regional Cooperation Division

Trade and Industry Department

Tel : (852) 2398 5449; Fax : (852) 2787 7799

E-mail : hkcapec@tid.gcn.gov.hk

	Short Term (2001)

To coordinate the APEC Economic Committee project “APEC 2001 Economic Outlook”.

Short/Medium/Long Term 

(2001 - 2010)

Continue to participate in various APEC surveys and reviews, as well as the development and updating of APEC databases.




