Chapter 5: Standards and Conformance

	Chapter 5 : Standards
 and Conformance

	Objective

APEC Economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

(a) Ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies; 

(b) Align APEC economies' mandatory and voluntary standards with international standards;

(c) Achieve mutual recognition among APEC economies of conformity assessment in regulated and voluntary sectors; and 

(d) Promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) develop, by the end of 1997, the sections of its Action Plan related to alignment with international standards, taking into account the outcomes of the case studies in the four priority areas (electrical and electronic appliances, food labelling, plastic products and rubber products) as well as developments in further priority areas to be considered in 1996;

(b) participate actively in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies such as the International Organization for Standardisation (ISO), the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) and the Codex Alimentarius Commission in accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

(c) pursue mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral mutual recognition arrangements, which might at a later stage provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements in particular sectors, endeavoring to complete a pilot project on food products in 1997 and to develop an arrangement on information exchange on toy safety in 1996; and

(d) consider participation in the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre) and the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) by 2005 in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties.



	Collective Actions

APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.



	Hong Kong, China's Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2000

In line with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade of the WTO, the policy of Hong Kong, China is to adopt international standards wherever possible.  Moreover, recognising the importance of mutual recognition arrangements (MRAs) in facilitating trade, we have been taking active steps to establish MRAs with other economies.

We are also committed to ensuring the transparency of our standards and conformity assessment regimes.  Information on standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment requirements is available to the public.

Separately, we have been supporting the APEC programme on technical infrastructure development so as to further strengthen our technical infrastructure.




	Chapter 5 : Hong Kong, China's Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2000

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Approaches to Standards and Conformance
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	Hong Kong, China adopted a Voluntary Energy Efficiency Labelling Scheme for electric clothes dryers in December 1999.  The methodology for performance testing is in line with relevant International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) standards.
	Hong Kong, China submitted in January 1996 a statement regarding the implementation and administration of the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade.  In line with the Agreement, Hong Kong, China’s policy is to adopt international standards wherever possible.

Five Government departments (Transport Department, Office of the Telecommunications Authority, Highways Department, Works Bureau and Electrical and Mechanical Services Department) have accepted the WTO code of good practice for the preparation, adoption and application of standards.

All current Voluntary Energy Efficiency Labelling Schemes for room coolers, household refrigeration appliances, washing machines, electric clothes dryers and compact fluorescent lamps adopted International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and IEC test standards where applicable.

The contact point for further information is :

Product Standards Information Bureau

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4820; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : psib@itc.gov.hk

	Short/Medium Term 

(2001 - 2005)

To require all certification bodies under the Hong Kong Certification Body Accreditation Scheme to adopt the implementation schedule for ISO 9000:2000 according to the time schedule recommended by the International Accreditation Forum.

	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	Hong Kong, China completed the annual report on progress of the alignment programme.
	Electrical and Electronic Appliances :

Hong Kong, China has accepted domestic electrical appliances (including refrigerators, TV sets and air-conditioners) complying with relevant International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) standards as meeting the statutory safety requirements. 

Food Labelling :

Hong Kong, China has aligned standards regarding labelling of special ingredients and irradiated foods and food ingredient with international standards set out in the Codex General Standard for the Labelling of Pre-packaged Foods.

Rubber Products :

Hong Kong, China does not have the corresponding domestic standards.

Machinery :

Hong Kong, China does not have the corresponding domestic standards.

IEC 60335 Electrical Safety Standards and Relevant Electromagnetic Compatibility Standards :

Hong Kong, China has accepted the compliance with 48 IEC 60335 standards as satisfying the relevant safety requirements.  Hong Kong, China has also aligned its relevant standards with CISPR 11 and accepted the compliance with CISPR 15 and 22 as meeting the statutory requirements.

Conformity Assessment :

All the 17 standards have been adopted or used directly in Hong Kong.

IEC 60950 :

Information Technology products conforming to IEC 60950 or equivalent safety standards are considered as satisfying the safety requirements of the Electrical Products (Safety) Regulation, subject to additional requirements to meet local supply conditions.

The contact point for further information is :

Product Standards Information Bureau

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4820; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : psib@itc.gov.hk

	Short Term (2001)

To require all accredited laboratories under the Hong Kong Laboratory Accreditation Scheme to comply with ISO/IEC 17025:1999 by December 2001.

Medium Term (2002 – 2005)

To align the standards for electrical and electronic equipment with IEC 60335 and relevant International Special Committee on Radio Interference (CISPR) standards in respect of safety and electromagnetic compatibility by 2004.

To align the standards for the labelling of food additives and lot identification with those of the Codex General Standard for the Labelling of Pre-packaged Foods by 2005.

To align, wherever appropriate, the standards commonly used in Hong Kong for un-plasticised PVC pipes and fittings for water supply, drainage and sewerage systems, and for conduits and accessories for wiring installations with corresponding International Organization for Standardization (ISO) standards by 2005.

Long Term (2006 - 2010)

To align the standards for nutrition labelling and declaration of vitamins and minerals with those of the Codex Guidelines on Nutrition Labelling by 2010.

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Hong Kong, China participated in the 23rd International Organization for Standardization (ISO) General Assembly in September 2000.
	To keep abreast of the development of international standards, and to facilitate the use of such standards, Hong Kong, China participates in the ISO and other international standardising bodies.

The Hong Kong Accreditation Service is represented in ISO Committee on Conformity Assessment (CASCO) Working Group 18 which has been set up to develop an international standard for assessment and accreditation on the basis of ISO/IEC Guide 58, 61 and ISO/IEC Technical Report (TR) 17010.

The Buildings Department of the HKSAR Government has indicated interest in participating Ad Hoc Technical Group on Loadings and Structural Designs (TG1) in 1997 and Ad Hoc Technical Group on Performance Based Housing Standards (TG2) in 1999.

The contact points for further information are :

Product Standards Information Bureau

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4820; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : psib@itc.gov.hk 

Hong Kong Accreditation Service

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4802; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : hkas@itc.gov.hk
Structural Engineering Division

Buildings Department

Tel : (852) 2626 1138; Fax : (852) 2840 0451

E-mail : bdenq@bd.gcn.gov.hk

	Short/Medium/Long Term 

(2001 - 2010)

Continue to participate in the activities of ISO and other international standardising bodies.

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Hong Kong, China reached a plurilateral agreement in August 1999 with Australia, Singapore and Chinese Taipei on implementation of the Phase I procedures of the APEC Telecom MRA.

Hong Kong, China notified the APEC Telecom Working Group of its readiness to participate in the Phase II Procedures of the Telecom MRA.

Hong Kong, China notified the APEC Secretariat of its intention to participate in :

-
the “umbrella arrangement” of the APEC MRA on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products (January 2000);

-
the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls (January 2000); and

-
Part I of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment (February 2000).
	Hong Kong, China has been participating in the development and implementation of the Mutual Recognition Arrangement for Conformity Assessment.  Hong Kong, China has participated in the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety since 1997.  Hong Kong, China has notified its intention to participate in the APEC Telecom MRA; the “umbrella arrangement” of the APEC Food MRA; APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls and Part I of the Electrical MRA.

Since September 1998, Hong Kong, China has adopted a Hong Kong Telecommunications Equipment Evaluation and Certification Scheme which provides for the regulatory framework for evaluation and certification of wireless and wireline equipment for use in Hong Kong, China.  The Scheme is fully compatible with the APEC Telecom MRA.

The contact points for further information are :

APEC MRA for Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment -

Standards Section, Development Division

Office of the Telecommunications Authority

Tel : (852) 2961 6320; Fax : (852) 2838 5004

E-mail : tschew@ofta.gov.hk
APEC MRA on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment -

Electricity Legislation Division

Electrical and Mechanical Services Department

Tel : (852) 2808 3649; Fax : (852) 2895 4929

E-mail : epsd@emsd.gov.hk
APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety -

C Division

Economic Services Bureau

Tel : (852) 2810 2899; Fax : (852) 2523 1973

Email : esb@esb.gov.hk
APEC Food MRA  and APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls -

Food and Public Health Branch

Food and Environmental Hygiene Department

Tel : (852) 2867 5445; Fax : (852) 2893 3547

E-mail : cwtam@fehd.gov.hk

	Short/Medium/Long Term 

(2001 - 2010)

To encourage more APEC member economies to participate in the Telecom MRA and discuss with them how to implement the MRA should they decide to join.

To consider participation in other MRAs initiated by APEC SCSC in future.

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Not applicable.
	Hong Kong, China only participates in relevant multilateral recognition arrangements to facilitate the international acceptance of Hong Kong Laboratory Accreditation Scheme certificates.

The contact point for further information is :

Hong Kong Accreditation Service

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4802; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : hkas@itc.gov.hk

	No further action planned.

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	In April 2000, Hong Kong, China joined the General Conference of Weights and Measures of the Metre Convention as an Associate.  Through the Associate membership, Hong Kong, China also participated in the “MRA for National Measurement Standards and for Calibration and Measurement Certificates Issued by National Metrology Institutes”, which is being operated by the Bureau International des Poids et Mesures (BIPM) and supported by Regional Metrology Organization including Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP).
	Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS) has established MRAs with its counterparts in the US, the UK, Australia, New Zealand, the Netherlands and Singapore.  It has also entered a bilateral agreement with multilateral agreement group of the European Co-operation for Accreditation (EA).  HKAS is also a signatory to the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) multilateral agreement.

The Standards and Calibration Laboratory of Hong Kong, China is a signatory of the BIPM Global MRA.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/itc/eng/quality/hkas/hoklas/agreement/agreement.shtml.

The contact points for further information are :

Hong Kong Accreditation Service 

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4802; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : hkas@itc.gov.hk
Standard and Calibration Laboratory

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4830; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : scl@itc.gov.hk
	Short Term (2001)

To participate in the negotiation of a multilateral agreement between members of the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC). The agreement is expected to be established in 2001.

Short/Medium Term 

(2001 - 2005)

To work towards participation in the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation multilateral agreement by 2005.

To work with APLAC in extending the APLAC multilateral arrangement to include newly developed laboratory accreditation schemes.

Long Term (2006 - 2010)

To work with APLAC in extending the APLAC MRA to include the laboratory accreditation schemes of other APEC member economies.

To work with ILAC in extending the ILAC MRA to include accreditation schemes of economies beyond the APEC region.



	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	The Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS) launched the Hong Kong Inspection Body Accreditation Scheme to provide accreditation service to inspection bodies in December 1999.

Established a set of secondary standards in the field of ionizing radiation and radioactivity measurement subsequent to the procurement of the necessary instruments.

On-going participation in standards inter-laboratory comparison programmes in the field of ionizing radiation and radioactivity measurement (e.g. the 12th international inter-comparison of environmental dosimeters organized by the US Department of Energy).
	Hong Kong, China supports the APEC Programme on technical Infrastructure development so as to further strengthen its technical infrastructure.

The Hong Kong Laboratory Accreditation Scheme (HOKLAS) was expanded to form the HKAS in November 1998.  HKAS continues to provide accreditation for laboratories under HOKLAS.  A second accreditation scheme, the Hong Kong Certification Body Accreditation Scheme for certification bodies was established in November 1998.  In December 1999, HKAS launched the Hong Kong Inspection Body Accreditation Scheme (HKIAS) to provide accreditation service to inspection bodies.

Moreover, the Standards and Calibration Laboratory has an on-going programme of inter-laboratory comparison of measurement standards with other economies.  Hong Kong, China has participated in the Asia Pacific Metrology Programme’s comparisons for Alternate Current (AC)/Direct Current (DC) voltage transfer, DC voltage and resistance, low frequency (LF) power and capacitance, radio frequency (RF) power, hardness, length, mass, surface roughness and temperature.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/itc/hkas.

The contact points for further information are :

Hong Kong Accreditation Service

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4802; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : hkas@itc.gov.hk
Standards and Calibration Laboratory

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4830; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : scl@itc.gov.hk
	Short/Medium Term 

(2001 - 2005)

Continue to participate in standards inter-laboratory comparison programmes.

To further extend the coverage of our secondary standards and participate in international in-vivo radioactivity measurements organized by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

To establish accreditation service for product certification and environmental audits in a phased programme of development under the HKAS.

To review the Building Ordinance with a view to replacing prescriptive regulation by performance based regulation.

Short/Medium/Long Term 

(2001 - 2010)

Continue to participate in the activities of the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation and the International Accreditation Forum.

To participate in regional and international inter-laboratory comparison of measurement standards in order to increase transparency of measurement standards and to promote acceptance of measurement standards within the region.

Continue to participate in the key and supplementary comparisons of measurement standards and other related technical activities required by the MRA for national measurement standards and for calibration and measurement certificates issued by national measurement institutes.

Continue to participate in the activities of the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation and contribute to the organization of its inter-laboratory proficiency programmes.

Continue to upgrade the capacity of the Radio Laboratory of the Office of the Telecommunications Authority so as to keep up with the pace of technological development



	Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development


	Hong Kong, China has participated in the following activities :

-
workshops on Food/Drug Interface (August and December 1999);

-
pilot training sessions on application of risk analysis in conformity assessment of foods (January 2000); and

-
the 3rd APEC Conference on Standards and Conformance (September 2000).

In addition, Hong Kong, China had provided information to facilitate the implementation of the following projects :

-
compilation and publication of information on food labelling laws, regulations and standards in the APEC region; and

-
the establishment of a database on conformity assessment operators and their activities offered.
	Hong Kong, China has been participating in activities relating to technical infrastructure development.

The contact point for further information is :

Product Standards Information Bureau

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4820; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : psib@itc.gov.hk
	Short/Medium/Long Term 

(2001 - 2010)

Continue to participate in activities relating to technical infrastructure development.

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS) sponsored a “trial” Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) assessor training course in April 2000 in Hong Kong, with 25 participants from 13 APEC economies.  The aim of the project was to develop a common APLAC assessor training course.
	HKAS delivers talks and lectures in international conferences and training courses coordinated by regional and international cooperations  on accreditation.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/itc/eng/quality/hkas/seminars/seminars.shtml.

The contact point for further information is :

Hong Kong Accreditation Service

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4802; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : hkas@itc.gov.hk

	Short/Medium/Long Term 

(2001 - 2010)

To make available to other APEC member economies training courses organised by the Hong Kong Accreditation Scheme.

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies
 activities


	Hong Kong, China attended the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) XXIII Meeting in March 2000.
	Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) :

Hong Kong, China, represented by Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS), is an active member of APLAC.  The Executive Administrator of HKAS is a member of the Board of Management of APLAC and chairs the APLAC Training Committee.  HKAS has also organised several proficiency testing programmes on behalf of APLAC.

Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) :

Hong Kong, China, represented by HKAS, is a member of Pacific Accreditation Cooperation.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/itc/eng/quality/hkas/hoklas/agreement/agreement.shtml#aplac.

The contact point for further information is :

Hong Kong Accreditation Service

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4802; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : hkas@itc.gov.hk
Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF) :

Hong Kong, China, represented by the Customs and Excise Department, is a member of APLMF.

The contact point for further information is :

Trading Standards Investigation Bureau

Customs and Excise Department

Tel : (852) 2707 7700; Fax : (852) 2519 7302

E-mail : pttcpdnf@hkstar.com
Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP) :

Hong Kong, China, represented by the Standards and Calibration Laboratory, has full membership of APMP and has been participating in APMP meetings and workshops, and co-operating with other economies in the region in developing metrological infrastructure.  The Standards and Calibration Laboratory participates in all APMP inter-laboratory comparisons that fall within the measurement capability in the fields of electromagnetic, temperature, humidity, mass, pressure, hardness and dimensional measurements.

More information can be found at http://www.info.gov.hk/itc/scl.

The contact point for further information is :

Standards and Calibration Laboratory

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4830; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : scl@itc.gov.hk
Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) :

Hong Kong, China, represented by the Innovation and Technology Commission, is a member of PASC.

The contact point for further information is :

Product Standards Information Bureau

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4820; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : psib@itc.gov.hk

	Short/Medium/Long Term 

(2001 - 2010)

To organize more APLAC Proficiency testing programmes.

Continue to co-operate with other economies in the region in developing metrological infrastructure through the full APMP membership.  Hong Kong, China will attend the 16th APMP General Assembly and the related technical committee meetings/workshops to be held in November 2000 in Bangkok, Thailand.

Continue to participate in PASC meeting.

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirement

	Since July 1999, Hong Kong has made 9 notifications under the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade.

Hong Kong, China completed the annual update of the list of contact points for standards and conformance information in April 2000.

The website on Hong Kong, China’s standards and conformance information has been updated.
	Hong Kong, China continuously enhances the transparency of its standards and conformity assessment regimes.

The requirements of the accreditation schemes under the Hong Kong Accreditation Service are also available to the public and also available at http://www.info.gov.hk/itc/hkas.

Moreover, a website (http://www.standard.gov.hk) has been established to disseminate Hong Kong, China's standards and conformance information (informaton on standards, technical regulations, conformity assessment requirements and contact points of relevant government departments).

The contact point for further information are :

Product Standards Information Bureau

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4820; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : psib@itc.gov.hk
Hong Kong Accreditation Service

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4802; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : hkas@itc.gov.hk

	Short/Medium/Long Term 

(2001 - 2010)

To enhance the transparency of standards and conformity assessment regimes, having regard to the outcome of the survey conducted by the Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance.

To update the website on standards and conformance information regularly and expand it to include other relevant information.

	Participate in relevant international fora


	In April 2000, Hong Kong, China joined the General Conference of Weights and Measures (CGPM) of the Metre Convention as an Associate.
	Hong Kong, China has participated in the following international fora :

-
represented by HKAS, it is a member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) and ILAC;

-
represented by the Standards and Calibration Laboratories, it is an associate of the General Conference on Weights and Measures which allows a limited participation in the activities of the Metre Convention; and

-
represented by the Customs and Excise Department, it is a corresponding member of the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organization Internationale De Metrologie Legale).

The contact points for further information are :

Hong Kong Accreditation Service

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4802; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : hkas@itc.gov.hk
Standards and Calibration Laboratory

Innovation and Technology Commission

Tel : (852) 2829 4830; Fax : (852) 2824 1302

E-mail : scl@itc.gov.hk
Trading Standards Investigation Bureau

Customs and Excise Department

Tel : (852) 2707 7700; Fax : (852) 2519 7302

E-mail : pttcpdnf@hkstar.com

	Short/Medium/Long Term 

(2001 - 2010)

Continue to take part in the activities in respective international fora and consider joining other relevant international fora as appropriate.

	Other activities


	Not applicable.
	Not applicable.
	Not applicable.


	Improvements in Hong Kong, China's Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position In Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	Hong Kong submitted in 1996 a statement regarding the implementation and administration of the World Trade Organization Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade.  In line with the Agreement, Hong Kong’s policy was to adopt international standards wherever possible.
	Aligned standards regarding labelling of special ingredients and irradiated foods and food ingredient with international standards set out in the Codex General Standard for the Labelling of Pre-packaged Foods.  (1997 IAP)

The methodologies for performance testing and rating adopted in the Hong Kong Voluntary Energy Efficiency Labelling Scheme for air-conditioners, washing machines, compact fluorescent lamps and electric clothes dryers have been the same as that set out in the relevant International Organization for Standardization (ISO) or International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) standards.  (1997-1999 IAPs)

Accepted domestic electrical appliances (including refrigerators, TV sets and air-conditioners) complying with relevant IEC standards as meeting the statutory safety requirements.  (1998 IAP)

Five government departments accepted the WTO code of good practice for the preparation, adoption and application of standards in 1998.



	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Hong Kong has been a correspondent member of International Organization for Standardization (ISO) since 1968.
	Attended the annual ISO General Assembly and meetings of some technical committees to offer opinions on standard development.

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	There were no plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements on conformity assessment prior to 1996.
	Participated in or notified the intention to participate in :

-
the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety in 1997;

-
the APEC Telecom MRA in 1999;

-
the Umbrella Arrangement of APEC Food MRA in 2000;

-
the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls in 2000; and

-
Part I of the APEC Electrical MRA in 2000.



	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	There was no bilateral mutual recognition arrangements on conformity assessment prior to 1996.
	Hong Kong, China only participates in relevant multilateral recognition arrangements to facilitate the international acceptance of Hong Kong Laboratory Accreditation Scheme certificates.

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	The Hong Kong Laboratory Accreditation Scheme has established MRAs with its counterparts in the US, the UK, Australia, New Zealand, the Netherlands and Singapore.  It has also entered into an MRA with the European Co-operation for Accreditation of Laboratories.
	Signed the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) MRA in 1997.

Joined the General Conference of Weights and Measures (CGPM) of the Metre Convention as an Associate and participated in the “MRA for National Measurement Standards and for Calibration and Measurement Certificates Issued by National Metrology Institutes” in 2000.  (2000 IAP)



	Improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure

Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development

	The Standards and Calibration Laboratory (SCL) had an ongoing programme of inter-laboratory comparison of measurement standards with other economies.
	Signed a Memorandum of Understanding to pledge commitment to regional co-operation in metrology activities under the Asia Pacific Metrology Programme.  (1997 IAP)

Enhanced the capacity of the Radio Laboratory of the Office of the Telecommunications Authority to enable it to test and type-approve more complex and higher-frequency radio equipment.  (1998 IAP)

Expanded the Hong Kong Laboratory Accreditation Scheme (HOKLAS) to form the Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS) in November 1998 with a view to extending the scope of accreditation. HKAS continued to provide accreditation for laboratories under HOKLAS.   In addition, the Hong Kong Certification Body Accreditation Scheme (HKCAS) and Hong Kong Inspection Body Accreditation Scheme (HKIAS) were established in 1998 and 1999 respectively to provide accreditation services to system certification bodies and inspection bodies.  (1999 IAP)

Established a set of secondary standards in the field of ionizing radiation and radioactivity measurement in 2000 subsequent to the procurement of the necessary instruments.  (2000 IAP)

Participated in standards inter-comparison programmes in the field of ionizing radiation and radioactivity measurement.  (2000 IAP)



	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	Hong Kong provided assistance for the improvement of  technical infrastructure of other economies where appropriate.
	Sponsored a “trial” APLAC assessor training course held in April 2000 in Hong Kong.  (2000 IAP)

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	Hong Kong has participated in the Asia-Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP),  the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC), the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC); and signed the APLAC Memorandum of Understanding.
	Started participating in the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF) in 1998 and signed the following Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) :

-
APMP MOU  in 1997;

-
PAC MOU in 1998; and

-
APLMF MOU in 1999.



	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements


	The website on information on standards and conformance had not been established.
	Designated a central contact point and a number of regulatory contact points to respond to enquiries.  (1997 IAP)

Established a website (http://www.standard.gov.hk) in 1998 to disseminate information on standards and conformance.  (1998 IAP)

Submitted 20 notifications under the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade since 1997.



	Participate in relevant international fora


	Hong Kong has participated in the International Organization for Legal Metrology (OIML) since 1982, the International Laboratory Accreditation Co-operation (ILAC) and the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) since 1996.


	Joined in April 2000 the General Conference of Weights and Measures (CGPM) of the Metre Convention as an Associate.

	Other Activities


	Not applicable.
	Not applicable.


� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)





