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	Objective

APEC Economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

(a) Ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies; 

(b) Align APEC economies' mandatory and voluntary standards with international standards;

(c) Achieve mutual recognition among APEC economies of conformity assessment in regulated and voluntary sectors; and 

(d) Promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) develop, by the end of 1997, the sections of its Action Plan related to alignment with international standards, taking into account the outcomes of the case studies in the four priority areas (electrical and electronic appliances, food labelling, plastic products and rubber products) as well as developments in further priority areas to be considered in 1996;

(b) participate actively in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies such as the International Organization for Standardisation (ISO), the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) and the Codex Alimentarius Commission in accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

(c) pursue mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral mutual recognition arrangements, which might at a later stage provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements in particular sectors, endeavoring to complete a pilot project on food products in 1997 and to develop an arrangement on information exchange on toy safety in 1996; and

(d) consider participation in the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre) and the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) by 2005 in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties.



	Collective Actions

APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.



	Japan’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2000

Recognizing that alignment with international standards and recognition of conformity assessment arrangements will enhance trade and productivity within the APEC region through cost reductions, and greater efficiency of administrative processes related to trade, Japan is working to implement the guidelines on standards and conformance in the Osaka Action Agenda and the Standards and Conformance Sub-Committee's Medium and Long-Term Action Plan, in accordance with the WTO Agreements and the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework.



	Chapter 5 : Japan’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2000

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Approaches to Standards and Conformance
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	Japan continues to work to align its existing standards with international standards.  
Also Japan made efforts to contribute to international standardization by proposing JIS as international standards, in cases where relevant international standards do not exist or existing international standards seem to be inappropriate, and where JIS seem to be acceptable as international standards, in addition to proposing, as necessary, to withdraw inappropriate international standards
Japan proposed, as necessary, to withdraw 33 inappropriate international standards in IEC field.
Building Materials and Components
Japan has completed international harmonization of building codes/standards for building materials and components.
Japan revised JAS for structural plywood, emphasizing performance based on standards, including board strength.

	(a)Japanese Industrial Standards (JIS)
Efforts have been made to contribute to international standardization by proposing JIS as international standards, in cases where relevant international standards do not exist or existing international standards seem to be inappropriate, and where JIS seem to be acceptable as international standards, in addition to proposing, as necessary, to withdraw inappropriate international standards.
(b) Japan Agricultural Standards (JAS)
The Law Concerning Standardization and Proper Labelling of Agriculture, Forestry Products (the JAS Law) was revised to make it mandatory that JAS be reviewed every five years to facilitate the conformance of JAS with International standards, and actively abolish unnecessary standards and revise standards in order to meet public needs, taking into account situation of production, distribution and consumption. For wood products Japan will introduce the performance based on JAS standards.
In order to properly understand trend in international standardization of foods and to reflect situation of Japan to international standards, Japan promotes its internationalisation in the area of standards through the submission of Proposals to conferences for international standardizations (Committee of Codex Alimentarius Commission and TCs of ISO).
(c) Genetically Modified (GM) Foods
Advisory Committee on Genetically Modified Products under the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) has submitted a report including recommendation regarding mandatory labelling of foods in which recombinant DNA or the resulting protein still exists even after processing. In the accordance with the report, MAFF announced the Genetically Modified Food Labelling Standard in March 2000, which will be applied as of April 2001 to soybean, corn, potato, rapeseed, cottonseed and some processed foods mainly made of soybeans or corn.
Japan will actively participate in developing standards, guidelines of recommendations for genetically modified foods by CY 2003, through hosting the newly established Codex Ad Hoc Inter governmental Task Force on Food Derived from Biotechnology.
(d) Japan established standards for organic plant products and processed foods made from organic plant products in January 2000, in accordance with Codex guidelines. Inspection/certification and labelling system for them was also newly introduced.
(e) As for standards for classification of X-ray films of industrial use, Japan developed JIS standards, which are based on the draft ISO standards (they came into effect as from February 1997).
(f) Radiation Sterilization Equipment
The ISO standards on sterilization by irradiation were adopted and domestic standards for medical devices for radiation sterilization was reviewed.


	(a) Japanese Industrial Standards (JIS)
Efforts will be made to contribute to international standardization by proposing JIS as international standards, in cases where relevant international standards do not exist or existing international standards seem to be inappropriate, and where JIS seem to be acceptable as international standards, in addition to proposing, as necessary, to withdraw inappropriate international standards.
(b) VICH
Japan will progress harmonization of its relevant standards in accordance with a series of guidelines for harmonization of technical requirements for registration of veterinary medical products (these guidelines are under drafting in the VICH (International Cooperation on Harmonization of Technical Requirements for Registration of Veterinary Medicinal Products.)
(c) Food Additives
Designation of food additives will be implemented on demands, in line with safety assessments in international organizations. 
(d) Light Alloy Disk Wheels
Study will be given to bringing the testing standards for light alloy disk wheels more closely into alignment with the SAE standards. 
(e) Aeronautics
National standards for obstacle marking for airplanes have amended in accordance with current ICAO standard. This work will be finished by the end of 2000.
(f) Agricultural Machinery
As for the certification on safety of agricultural machinery by the Institute of Agricultural Machinery, the institute will be instructed to review its standards in taking into consideration requirements from relevant parties and consistency with international standards.



	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	Japan continues to work to align its existing standards with international standards.
Also Japan made efforts to , as necessary, to withdraw inappropriate international standards.


	Priority Areas for Alignment with International Standards
Among the initial four priority areas (electrical and electronic appliances, food labeling, rubber products, and machinery), Japan has completed aligning the standards in 3 areas, i.e., the electrical and electronic appliances, food labeling and machinery.
	Short term(2000)
Priority Areas for Alignment with International Standards Japan will work to align its standards of rubber products with international standards. 
Medium/Long term (2001-2010)
Additional Priority Areas for Alignment with International Standards
Japan will work to align its standards with international standards in the following additional priority areas identified by the APEC Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance; (a) IEC60335 and (b) ISPR standards



	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Japan proposed a draft of standard for Soy Sauce and it was adopted by Codex Alimentarius Commission.
	Japan is a member of the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), the FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission, the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC), and is actively participating in the international standardization activities, through for example, hosting the 10th Codex Asia Regional Coordination Committee meeting and the 5th Plenary of ISO/IC207 Environmental Management in Japan.
In addition, Japan hosted the IEC General Meetings in 1999, and ISO TC 176 (quality management systems) and ISO COPOLCO (consumers policy committee) in 2000.
Japan is participating the activities for international harmonization of motor vehicle technical regulation in the UN/ECE/WP 29 as the contracting party of UN/ECE 1958 Agreement and 1998 Agreement.
Japan is also promoting the participation of Asia-Pacific economies in the activities of Asia-Pacific economies of UN/ECE/WP 29.


	Cooperation with ISO
Japan will work to align its standards with international standards, where appropriate, in regulated and voluntary sectors, and will participate actively in the international standardization activities in drawing up international standards. 
CODEX’ Guidelines
Japan will actively participate in the work on developing guidelines for protecting the health of consumers and ensuring fair practices in CODEX.

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	No further action taken
	Mutual Recognition Arrangement
Japan is participating in the work of the Telecommunications Working Group (TEL) in supporting implementation of the Mutual Recognition Arrangement for Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment, which was endorsed at the third Ministerial Meeting on Telecommunications and Information Industry (TELMIN3).  In accordance with the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Mutual Recognition Arrangement for Conformity Assessment of Telecommunication Equipment (APEC Telecom MRA), Japan has voluntarily prepared an implementation of APEC Telecom MRA to initiate in July 1999.  
Japan has participated in the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment (APEC Electrical MRA), which was endorsed at the CTI and SOM in 1999.
Information Exchange Arrangement
Japan has already participated in the Arrangement for the "Exchange of Information on Toy Safety" established in SCSC in 1996.


	Medium/Long term (2001-2010)
Japan will strive to participate in recognition arrangements in most regulated sectors through the development of both bilateral and plurilateral recognition arrangements.

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Japan has fully implemented the system based on the recognized approval bodies and recognized evaluation bodies under the amended Building Standards Law, which simplifies the pre-market procedure for foreign materials.


	Mutual Recognition Agreement for Building Standards
Japan is consulting with the foreign countries such as United States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand on mutual recognition arrangements for standards under the Building Standards Law.
The revised JAS Law, which was enforced from June 2000, introduced new grading system for foreign products by Registered Foreign Grading Organization or Registered Foreign Certification Organization. FTO (Foreign Testing Organization) system will be finished on June 2003.


	Short term (1999-2000)
Special Action by Japan
(a) Mutual Recognition Arrangement
Japan will continue an informal experts meeting with Australia to explore the possibility of establishing a framework in the cooperation for mutual recognition.
(b) Medical Devices and Pharmaceuticals
Studies will be discussed in order to promote mutual recognition between Japan and the United States of Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) for medical devices and pharmaceuticals, and to promote mutual recognition of GMP for pharmaceuticals with Canada.
(c) Performance Testing
Japan will accept more foreign test data in performance testing required under the Building Standards Law.  In the case of tests of engine output, results of testing under ISO and other standards will be accepted.
(d) Foodstuff Imports
Japan will work to expand the number of public inspection agencies in exporting countries accredited for the purposes of foodstuff import notifications.
(e) Raw Edible Oysters
Imports of raw edible oysters will be approved, upon documentary evidence of the exporting country's food hygiene control system.  (This has already been implemented in the case of Australia, New Zealand, United States, republic of  Korea and Canada(f). Since March 1998 a network for electrical transmission of health certificate for meat and meat products between Australia and Japan has been installed. The United States of America and New Zealand will join to the network.)
Medium/Long term (2001-2010)
Mutual Recognition of Conformity Assessment
Japan will strive to participate in mutual recognition arrangements in most regulated sectors through the development of both bilateral and plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements.



	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	No further action taken
	Japan participates in the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), the Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), the Pacific Accreditation Co-operation (PAC), and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC), where it is working actively for mutual recognition in voluntary sectors. 
Two Japanese bodies (JNLA – Japan National Laboratory Accreditation System,JAB - Japan Accreditation Board for Conformity Assessment) participated in APLAC MRA in 1998. Another Japanese body (JCSS Japan Calibration Service System) joined APLAC MRA in 1999. They all adopt ISO/IEC Guide 58 in their operating Procedures.
Four national measurement standard laboratories in Japan, NRLM (National Research Laboratory of Metrology), ETL (Electrotechnical Laboratory), IMC (National Institute of Material and Chemistry) and CRL (Communications Research Laboratory) participated in the global/MRA (Mutual Recognition of National Measurement Standards and of Calibration and MeasurementCertificates Issued by National Metrology) in October 1999.


	No further action planned

	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	
	
	

	Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development


	
	
	

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	PFP(Partners for Progress)Projects
In November 1999, Japan and Malaysia had held in Malaysia, the training programs (PFP-Partnership for Progress training programs) in the field of standards and conformity assessment.
Japan International Center for Occupational Safety and Health (JICOSH) was established in 1999.

	Japan is working to improve technical capabilities of its own domestic test laboratories, and has been contributing within the framework of bilateral economic cooperation to the enhancement and expansion of the technical infrastructure of APEC members by providing materials, equipment, and human resources training programs in Japan.
PFP (Partners for Progress) Projects
Japan and Malaysia are planning, in Malaysia, the training programs (PFP – Partnership for Progress training programs) in the field of standards and conformity assessment in November 2000 
Japan International Center for Occupational Safety and Health (JICOSH) supports industrial safety and health engineers of private sectors in Asian economies through the training courses. That will help to transfer technologies for preventing occupational accidents and/or diseases.
	Short term (2000)
Pharmaceuticals
In order to promote mutual recognition of Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) in pharmaceuticals in Asian economies, Japan will provide technical cooperation relating to management of pharmaceutical manufacture in those economies. 
Agricultural Products and Fish Products
i. Japan will put into action the technical support for establishment of quality standards for agricultural products.
ii. Japan will put into action the technical support for improvement of quality of processed fishery products in cooperation with SEAFDEC (Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center). It has initiated developing of Improvement Disease Inspection and Quarantine Technology for Fish Seed” from 1999 through the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC).
Medium/Long term (2001-2010)
Technical Infrastructure Development
Japan will contribute to the improvement and development of technical infrastructure within the APEC region.



	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies
 activities


	No further action taken
	Japan participates in the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), the Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), the Pacific Accreditation Co-operation (PAC), and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC), where it is working actively for mutual recognition in voluntary sectors. 
Until 1999, Japan had assumed the chairmanship of PASC Standing Committee. From 1999 on, Japan assumes chairmanship and secretariat of APMP. Two Japanese bodies (JNLA - Japan National Laboratory Accreditation System, JAB - Japan Accreditation Board for Conformity Assessment) participated in APLAC MRA in 1998. Another Japanese body (JCSS - Japan Calibration Service System) joined APLAC MRA in 1999.


	No further action planned

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirement

	No further action taken
	(1) WTO Notification 
In accordance with the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement),  Japan is taking the steps necessary to give prior notice in publication, notify to the WTO secretariat, and provide information by Standard 
Information Service, with a view to ensuring transparency, whenever it seeks to develop, adopt or apply standards and conformity assessment procedures, or to modify its Phytosanitary measures. 
So far, nine (9) Japanese standardizing bodies have accepted the WTO/TBT Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards.
(2) Initial Actions
The following measures, announced as "Initial Actions" at the Osaka APEC Economic Leaders Meeting in November 1995, have already been implemented.
i.An information desk has been set up in the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries for receiving opinions and requests to create or amend JAS standards. 
ii. An information desk has been set up in the Society for Techno-innovation of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (STAFF) in order to give detailed information on the "Guidelines for Application of Recombinant DNA Organisms in Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, the Food Industry and other related Industries" as well as facilitate the distribution of guidelines in English to foreign companies.
iii. To expedite and clarify the designation procedures for food additives, the Ministry of Health and Welfare has compiled guidelines describing the testing methods and the scope of accompanying data required when domestic and foreign business persons make applications.
iv. It has now been made explicit that pharmaceuticals for external diagnostic medicines (in vitro diagnostics) may be approved, if reasonable grounds exist, in cases where the effective period applied for is less than six months.  In addition, efforts have been made to clarify the approval procedures for in vitro diagnostics, including more detailed standards for items subject to review by the Central Pharmaceutical Affairs Council.
v. Efforts have been made to disseminate information that an opportunity has been created whereby the comments on approval of new medical devices given by the relevant subcommittees of the Central Pharmaceutical Affairs Council may be transmitted directly by the chairman to applicants, and to take measures, if necessary, to make such information more general.
vi. Japan clarified the system of confirming safety of feed made from recombinant DNA crops by developing the guidelines for its safety assessment in April 1996 in order to facilitate international distribution of recombinant DNA crops. Based on the above-mentioned guidelines and the existing guidelines to assess safety of recombinant DNA crops in terms of their impacts on ecosystem, the safety of several recombinant DNA crops lines of rape seed, soybean and corn was confirmed in terms of their feed use and impacts on ecosystem. 
(3) Veterinary Pharmaceuticals
Japan reviewed and set the maximum residue limit of the veterinary drugs and drugs used for cultured fishes / shell-fishes in food, in the order of test samples being made available. Japan set the maximum residue limit in food for eighteen veterinary drugs, including the Oxytetracycline and Sulfadimidine.
(4) Electronic Sphygmomanometers and Contact Lenses
As a result of reviewing the modality of clinical tests, the range of contact lenses for which a clinical test is not sought widened, and in case that clinical test is necessary, the number of  cases of diseases to be submitted was reduced in March 1997.
Regarding to electronic Sphygmomanometers, clinical tests have been no longer necessary since March 1998, while introducing performance tests instead.
(5) Animal and Plant Quarantine Measures
Japan made efforts to deepen the understanding of Japan’s  system by exporting countries in 1997, by publishing two English pamphlets "Plant Quarantine Procedures" and "Animal Quarantine Procedures" and by distributing them to embassies and consular offices in Japan and Japanese embassies and consular offices abroad.
Japan provides information on the Japanese aquatic animal quarantine system by the MAFF home page in order to facilitate importing aquatic animals for aquaculture.
(6) Set up of a Homepage on Animal Quarantine Service
Japan set up an Internet homepage on animal quarantine service in 1998 to deepen the understanding of Japan’s system by exporting countries.


	No further action planned

	Participate in relevant international fora


	No further action taken
	Japan, including relevant bodies in the Japanese territory, continue to participate actively in the Treaty of the Metre, OIML, ILAC, IAF, ISO and IEC.
	No further action planned

	Other activities


	Plant and Animal Quarantine
(a) In the main airports and harbours, the number of plant quarantines officers and animal quarantine officers was increased in 1999, in order to ensure the smooth and efficient implementation of the import inspections.
(b) The importation of the designated article is permissible at the designated seaports or airports. The number of designated sea/airport was increased in 1999, in order to ensure the smooth and efficient implementation of the import inspections.

	(a) Consideration for Development of Risk Assessment
Japan has begun to develop risk assessment in animal quarantine as provided by SPS Agreement.
(b) Reviews of the List of the Non-Quarantine pests
The list of pests which are not subject to the plant quarantine continues to be under review based on outcomes of PRA(Pests Risk Analysis).
	Animal Quarantine Inspection Procedure Automated System (ANIPAS) will improve in order to ensure the smooth and efficient implementation of the import inspection.


	Improvements in Japan’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position In Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	In keeping with the WTO-TBT Agreement and the WTO-SPS Agreement, Japan will seek, where appropriate, to align national standards with the relevant existing international standards, whenever it drafts new standards or modifies its sanitary and phytosanitary measures. Japan continues to work to align its existing standards with international standards.  The March 1995 decision by Japan's Cabinet on the Deregulation Action Program established a policy to promote alignment of national standards with international standards, that now forms the basis for ongoing review of Japan's system of standards and conformity assessment procedures.

	Japan reviewed about 1700 standards under the Three Year Alignment Action Plan (1995-1997) with international standards. At this result, the 3000 standards had been reviewed in 1997.
(including 1300 standards already reviewed in 1995.)
Among the initial four priority areas (electrical and electronic appliances, food labeling, rubber products, and machinery), Japan has completed aligning the standards in 3 areas, i.e., the electrical and electronic appliances, food labeling and machinery.s and Components.

Building Material Japan continues to align the Japanese standards with international standards.



	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Japan is a member of the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), the FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission, the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC), and is actively participating in the international standardization activities,  through for example, hosting the 10th Codex Asia Regional Coordination Committee meeting in Japan.


	Japan continues to participate actively in these international standardizing bodies. For example, Japan hosted the IEC General Meetings in 1999, and ISO TC 176 (quality management systems) and ISO COPOLCO (consumers policy committee) in 2000.
Accession to the revised UN-ECE1958 Agreement and introduction of the mutual recognition system for component type designation certification with foreign government (November 1998).
Accession to the UN-ECE 1958 Agreement (Global Agreement) for the harmonization of motor vehicle technical regulations (August 1999).



	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	
	Japan has participated in the APEC MRA on conformity assessment of Telecommunication equipment(APEC Tel MRA), electrical and electronic equipment(APEC Electrical MRA) since 1999.

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Japan is consulting with the United States and Canada on mutual recognition arrangements for standards under Building Standards Law.
	Japan has been consulting with foreign countries such as the United States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand on mutual recognition arrangements for standards under Building Standards Law.

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	Japan participates in the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), the Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), the Pacific Accreditation Co-operation (PAC), and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC), where it is working actively for mutual recognition in voluntary sectors.


	In October 1998, two testing laboratory accreditation bodies in Japan, JNLA (Japan National Laboratory Accreditation System) and JAB (Japan Accreditation Board for Conformity Assessment) successfully participated in the APLAC MRA. Furthermore, a calibration laboratory accreditation body in Japan, JCSS (Japan Calibration Service System), joined APLAC MRA in 1999. They all adopt ISO/IEC guide 58 into their operating procedures.
Four national measurement standard laboratories in Japan, NRLM (National Research Laboratory of Metrology), ETL (Electrotechnical Laboratory), IMC (National Institute of Material and Chemistry) and CRL (Communications Research Laboratory) participated in the Global/MRA (Mutual Recognition of National Measurement Standards and of Calibration and Measurement Certificates Issued by National Metrology) in October 1999.



	Improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure

Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development

	
	

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	Japan is working to improve technical capabilities of its own domestic test laboratories, and has been contributing within the framework of bilateral economic cooperation to the enhancement and expansion of the technical infrastructure of APEC members by providing materials, equipment, and human resources training programs in Japan.


	Japan continues to contribute in this area. For example, Japan and Malaysia have held, in Malaysia, the training programs (PFP - Partnership for Progress training programs) in the field of standards and conformity assessment each year since 1997.
Japan hosted the "Working Group for Compilation on Fish and Fish Product in the Southeast-Asian Region" and the "Seminar on Development of Quality Management Technology for Fishery Production in the Southeast-Asian Region" in 1996.



	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	Japan participates in the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), the Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), the Pacific Accreditation Co-operation (PAC), and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC), where it is working actively for mutual recognition in voluntary sectors.


	Japan continues to participate actively in these SRB's.
Until 1999, Japan had assumed the chairmanship of PASC Standing Committee. From 1999 on, Japan assumes chairmanship and secretariat of APMP. Two Japanese bodies (JNLA - Japan National Laboratory Accreditation System, JAB - Japan Accreditation Board for Conformity Assessment) participated in APLAC MRA in 1998. Another Japanese body (JCSS - Japan Calibration Service System) joined APLAC MRA in 1999.



	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements


	In accordance with the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement), Japan is taking the steps necessary to give prior notice in publication, notify to the WTO secretariat, and provide information by Standard Information Service, with a view to ensuring transparency, whenever it seeks to develop, adopt or apply standards and conformity assessment procedures, or to modify its ssanitary and  phytosanitary measures.

	Japan continues to make the processes transparent in this area.
So far, nine (9) Japanese standardizing bodies have accepted the WTO/TBT Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards.

	Participate in relevant international fora


	Japan joined the Treaty of the Meter (La Convention du Metre) in 1885. It formally joined the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant une Organisation Internationale de Metrologie Legale) in 1961. 
Japan is a member of the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), the FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission, the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC), and is actively participating in the international standardization activities,  through for example, hosting the 10th Codex Asia Regional Coordination Committee meeting in Japan.


	Japan continues to participate actively in these fora.

	Other Activities


	
	


� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)





