ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (a: 1): Business Services: Legal

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	The amendment of the Special Measures Law Concerning the Handling of Legal Business by Foreign Lawyers was approved in 2003 and came into effect in April 2005.

Restrictions were lifted on the running of a joint enterprise between Gaikokuho-Jimu-Bengoshi(a foreign lawyer qualified as such under Japanese law) and Bengoshi(a lawyer qualified as such under Japanese law). 

Employment of Bengoshi by a Gaikokuho-Jimu-Bengoshi is permitted.

	
	No further action planned

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	ⅰ）No further action required.ⅱ）No further action taken
	An applicant for approval of Gaikokuho-Jimu-Bengoshi is required to conform with the following standards:

ⅰ) He or she is qualified as a foreign lawyer in a foreign country,and,

ⅱ) He or she has experience of having engaged in practice for a period of three years or more. 
	No further action planned

	Foreign Entry


	No further action taken
	Practice of Japanese Law is permitted for a lawyer qualified as "Bengoshi" under Japanese law. A Gaikokuho-Jimu-Bengoshi is allowed to practice the law of the country of  primary qualification and the designated laws of  foreign countries.   Practice of third country law is permitted, according to written advice on each issue from competent persons.

	No further action planned

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No further action taken
	There is no restriction inconsistent with Most Favored Nation treatment.
	No further action planned


