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	Objective

APEC Economies will secure a solid platform for the expansion and improvement of Actions in Specific Areas and APEC economies' respective Action Plans by undertaking inter-alia cross-sectoral work.



	Collective Actions

APEC economies will:

a. conduct surveys as necessary of trade and investment impediments;

b. review and analyze the impact of trade liberalization in the Asia-Pacific region;

c. study and monitor the impact of sub-regional trade arrangements such as NAFTA, Association of South-East Asian Nations Free Trade Area (AFTA) and ANZCERTA; 

d. develop databases with regard to merchandise trade, trade in services and direct investment, and update these regularly; and

e. adopt international standards for trade in services and international investment data such as those developed by the IMF.
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	Malaysia’s Information Gathering and Analysis in 2003

	Section
	Completed Work or Projects Since Last IAP
	Current or Ongoing Work on Information Gathering and Analysis
	Future Projects Planned

	Information Gathering and Analysis


	-
A seminar on “Best Practices and Innovation on the Teaching and Learning of Science and Mathematics at Elementary and Secondary Levels” was held in Kuala Lumpur, 11 – 15 August 2003. The objective of seminar was to share and disseminate new ideas and developments in the teaching and learning of science and mathematics.

	-
Malaysia will contribute, where appropriate, to the APEC programme of collective actions on information gathering and analysis. 

Trade Facilitation

· Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC) is undertaking Malaysia study on “Mutually Supportive Advancement of Trade Facilitation and Secure Trade Goals Post Sept 11”. Objectives of the Study:

i. examine the impact of terrorist acts on APEC’s Trade Facilitation goal of reducing transaction cost by 5 percent in 2006;

ii. examine the range of trade-related responses and measures and their effects on transaction costs;

iii. highlight the challenges and opportunities associated in secure trade measures; and

iv. identify potential areas for international cooperation to achieve APEC’s twin goals of secure trade and trade facilitation.
Human Resources Development

· Malaysia is undertaking a study on “Preparing Human Resources for The New Economy”. Objectives of study:

i. to identify and address the changing human resource requirement of the new economy;
ii. to document strategies and programmes to address the human resource issues adopted by APEC;

iii. to share experiences and information among APEC member economies on policies, strategies, programmes, studies, findings and best practices related to human resource development for the new economy; and
iv. to suggest possible strategies for human resource development in the new economy.

Development in FTAs/RTAs

· Malaysia participates in the information exchange initiatives on FTAs/RTAs through Market Access Group (MAG) and SOM dialogue.

Development of Tariff Databases
· Malaysia contributes to the APEC Tariff Database (TDB) and WTO Integrated Database (IDB) and updates these databases regularly.

	· Malaysia will continue to participate in the APEC information exchange initiatives, where appropriate.


