ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (i) : Tourism and Travel Related Services

	Section
	Improvements Implemented since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	The United States maintains no restrictions in this sector, except that, with respect to travel agencies and tour operators, official tourism offices with diplomatic or official status are not permitted to operate on a commercial basis in the U.S. or to act as agents or principals in commercial transactions, and, with respect to tour guide services,the number of concessions  for commercial operations in federal, state, and local facilities is limited.


	Passports and visas are required by those who are not citizens of countries which are part of the Visa Waiver Program.  
	The U.S. continues to improve the ease of entering the U.S. while maintaining adequate border security.  Improvements with respect to the visa application process and processing time at ports of entry will be continued.

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	Under the GATS, the United States made commitments to provide market access and national treatment for convention services, hotels and restaurants (including catering): travel agencies and tour operators; tour guide servces; other travel and tourism-related services; and other recreations services (except sporting).
	The U.S. has one of the most open and non-restrictive entry processes of any country allowing that those who meet the criteria for issuance of passport, visa, or are citizens of countries under the Visa Waiver Program may enter.
	Improvements continue to be made by the four U.S. government agencies  (Justice, Treasury, Agriculture, and Health and Human Services) that provide inspection services at U.S. points of entry, making the process easier for persons entering the U.S.



	Foreign Entry


	The U.S. has at least one visa processing post in every APEC member economy.


	The  U.S. issues machine readable visas at all visa-issuing posts that can be read at all ports of entry.  Because these visas can be electronically scanned and carry a photo of the bearer, U.S. immigration officials are able to significantly reduce processing time.


	The U.S. continues to work cooperatively with other APEC economies to assess better ways to assist tourists and tourism related individuals to enter the U.S.



	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	The U.S. practices non-discrimatory treatment.
	The U.S. practices openness and accessibility.


	The U.S. works with other APEC member economies to share best practices and continue to promote its open and non-discriminatory policy.




